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                  March/April 2022 

Dear Praying Family and Friends, 

“It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) This is a very familiar verse to most all of us and a 
favorite verse of many Christians. It is also a truth that can anchor our souls in the midst of uncertain 
circumstances. 

The members of our parenting class had expressed a desire for further Bible study, so John was able to begin 
an online study with them on Wednesday evenings at 9:00pm. During one of the studies, Mengshi mentioned a 
recent airline disaster in China which took the lives of all on board. He was questioning why God allows such 
terrible events to occur and how we are to respond. This was a wonderful opportunity to help them understand 
how to apply the truths of Scripture to our daily lives. John was able to explain that our world is operating under 
the curse of sin, and because of that, our expectations as Christians should be that whatever good happens in 
the world, and in our lives, is because of God’s mercy and grace. John shared examples of real-life tragedy 
and how to respond given to us by Jesus (Luke 13:1-5) and, naturally, from the life of Job. God, Who loves us 
so much that He sent His Son to pay the death penalty we owe for our sins, will not allow anything into the life 
of a Christin that He cannot handle. The class members responded that this was very helpful to them in 
understanding how to deal with life’s tragic circumstances.  

As God would have it, in less than 24 hours after this was shared with the class, our family would be 
immediately given the opportunity to demonstrate how to apply God’s truth in our own lives. On March 31st, 
John suffered a fall and fractured a vertebra in his lower back. The doctors at the hospital determined that the 
bones are stable and there doesn’t appear to be any nerve issues. John’s injury could have been much more 
severe, and we thank the Lord for the evidence of His goodness! The prescribed medical treatment is rest and 
pain management. It is an 8–12-week recovery period, and John is scheduled to have a follow-up visit with the 
neurosurgeon on May 12th. We are again thankful that John can be at home and not in the hospital! We thank 
you in advance for your prayers on behalf of John’s recovery and that this will allow us to have further 
opportunities to share the reason of the hope that is in us! 

Answers: 

• Receiving new monthly support from church in Cedar Rapids 

• Parenting class members desiring spiritual growth 

New Requests:    

• John’s recovery from his recent back injury 

• Spiritual growth/salvations from Bible studies & Parenting class 

Casting the Net, 

John, Rebecca, Hannah, Sarah, Rachel, Andrew, and Prisca 

     


